crenata forests. Elements of the cool-temperate zone are included in the flora of the Boso Peninsula as relics of the cold past during the Tertiary and the Quaternary.
Fossils of those cool floras have been found there.
P inus parviflora and Tsuga sieboldii forests on the ridges of hills are also relics of the cold age due to the shrinkage of vertical zones. During the cold age when Fagus crenata was distributed to the south, the Zoysia japonica pasture grazed by wild animals under the cool-temperate climate was distributed southward simultaneously. The plant opal in the soil may help in examination of the past distribution of grassland types because tribes of Gramineae reflect temperature conditions, and the difference in plant opals among those tribes may be identified.
